n6    THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

which He desires us to use and keep healthy, and He
has done so because He loves us and wishes us not
to lower but to raise ourselves in the condition of
our being. Let us shew plainly to the children
the truth that the most degraded and terrible animal
in the whole of creation is a human being who has
wilfully killed his conscience and who refuses to hear
the voice of God through it; for man, bent on evil,
has so many greater gifts of knowledge and skill
than the animals, so much greater brain-power to
use in the accomplishment of his evil designs. Let
us place the spiritual nature of the injury and loss
resulting from sin in its rightful, which is the fore-
most, position. And finally, let us demonstrate
convincingly that the great punishment for sin lies
in the separation from God which is its inevitable
and invariable result and that there can be no relief
until the return to the Father's love is entered upon.
And what of physical death, sickness and suffering ?
Are we to teach that they never result from sin ? By
no means. That would be contrary to the truth.
Rather is it our duty to teach quite plainly how these
arise. The death, sickness or physical suffering
of any individual may be placed in one of the follow-
ing categories :

(a)  From natural causes ;

(b)  From accident;

(c)  From design.

Let us consider each of these in order.

(a) Death, disease and suffering from natural causes.
With such examples before him as the man sick